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PREFACE. 


HE Defign of publiſhing the following 
es Remarks with the Anſwers, (which 
”wW were rſt intended to be kept private, 
| but are upon Confideration thought 
more proper to be made public,) is to remove thoſe 
Prejudices which ſome People have unreaſonably 
entertained concerning the Adminiſtration of A 
fairs under the preſent Government, They take 
things upon truſt, upon the report of others, of 
thoſe who are no Friends or Well-wiſhers to the 
Preſent Government, without any careful or 
previous Examination of Affairs themſelves ; and 
if they are any ways diſſatisfied or diſcontented, the 
Batt is eafily fwwallowed, and they are caught in 
the ſnare ; they become grievous Complainants, 
and uſe their endeavours to make things go uneaſy 
both at home and abroad. + ED 

How much the Paper called the Craftſman 
has contributed to theſe evil Purpoſes, I leave to 
. the ſerious Conſideration of the impartial Reader. 
J hope what I have wrote bas ſet things in a 
true light, and will with Good-nature and Im- 


fartiality remove thoſe Prejudice, which have 
| A 2 unjuſtly 


18 


unjuſtly been conceived againſt the preſent Gr = 


Vernment. | | 

T would have us all to uſe our beſt endeavours 
to promote the Public Good of the Nation, to eaſe - 
the Weight of Government which lies upon His 


| Majeſty, and heartily to join in the common In- 


tereſt of our Country. We have a- Proteſtant 


Prince to reign over us, one who is very careful 


to promote the Happinefs of his People; let us 


then not be backward or remiſs to ſecond his 


good Defigns, but ready to give him all the Af 
fiftance that lies in our power : We have heard 


of ſeveral Clamours unjuſtly raiſed againſt him 
2 bis Mini ſtry, let it 1 be ” f bo or En- 
deavour to Suppreſ them: We have ſeveral Ene- 
mies in the Nation, who would deprive us of 
that Happineſs which we enjoy; let us then be 
upon our Guard, not to enter into any pernicious 
Projects with them: Let us be religious towards 


God, loyal to the King, reſpectſul to his Mini- 
ſters, loving to one another, obſervant of the 


Laws, diligent in our Callings, and induſtrious 


to promote the Public Good ; and we need not 
fear, by the bleſſing of divine Providence, but 


we ſhall lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all 


 Godlineſs and Honeſiy: We ſhall always be a ve- 


ry happy or flouriſhing People, and able to e! 
ourſelves from Enemies both at home and abroad. 

It is a ſtrange proceeding, for Mento take part 
with their Adverſaries, or to fide with thoſe who © 
are no real Friends to their Welfare, or to the 


true Intereſt of the Nation: I would have all. 


Men 


(*) 

Men fo wy as th conſult for their own Advan- 
tage, and to diſcard thoſe who would in the leaff 
divert their Thoughts from this great Point, or 
have laid any Baits in their way, to induce 
them to ap any thing inconſiſtent with the Pub- 
lic Good, or with their own private Intereſt. 
Let any impartial or unprejudiced Man judge, 
who has no defire for a Place at Court, or to 
have any hand in the Adminiſtration of public 
Afﬀairs ; who wiſhes well to his Country, wwho 
is defirous to promote the Public Good, who is 
willing to live eaſy or quiet, to enjoy his Liber- 
ty, and who takes aelight to fee his Fellow-Sud- 
jetts in à proſperous or flouriſhing Condition; 
whoſe Meaſures moſt promote theſe godd Purpoſes, 
whether thoſe of his preſent Majeſty and his Mi- 
niſtry, or thoſe of the Craftſman and his Adbe- 
rents: If theſe important Points were left to the 
Impartial, the Conſiderate, and the Fudicious to 
be diſcuſſed, I need not acquaint the candid or un- 
prejudiced Reader, which Party they would 
give them in favour of. 
All Governments are liable to commit Miſtakes 
or ſiulject ta Errors, becauſe no Man is infalli- 
ble, and therefore no number or party of Men can 
be ſo ; but when the beſt Endeavours are ufd, 
when all proper Care is taken to promote the 
Public Good, to advance the true Intereſt of the 
Nation: Then Men ſhould reſt eaſy or fatisjied 
with fueb Proceedings, and not murmur or com. 
plain becauſe ſome things are not adjuſted, which 
require length of time to ſettle or compoſe ; or be- 

: A cattle 


(vi) 
cauſe they are not fo ſoon determined as they wiſh 
For or defire: Public Affairs require more time 
to diſpatch them than private, and therefore 
greater patience 1s required, of courſe, in the 
one cafe than in the other. Nor ſhould Mex 
complain becauſe Miſtakes are committed in Go- 
vernment, the beſt is ſubject to them; nor can 
any human Care or Endeavour entirely guard 
againſt them; thoſe Countries are the moſt hap- 
p that have the feweſt; all have ſome; and 
yet all may do well and regularly ſubſiſt by uſing 
proper Care or prudent Conduct. We may, 
(without any vanity) boaſt of our own Govern- 
ment as a very bappy one, and we may, (if 
we pleaſe,) live very happily under it; if we do 
not, it is owing at preſent to our own faults, to 
a diſcontented Diſpojition, to a Defire to promote 
Diviſions, or to a Spirit of Contradiction; which 
will not be eaſy with any Government, but that 
which itſelf has an hand in the Adminiſtration 


of. 
. T cannot but here take notice of that indecent 
or .miſbecoming Behaviour which ſome among us 
are guilty ; who turn ſerious things into 
banter or ridicule, and make-mirth with that, 
which is a proper reaſon to induce us to mourn : 
I is a bad fign of a depravity or corruption 
of Morals, when Men begin to make ſport with 
Death and a future State; Suljects of ſuch 
great Importance, that they ought to be treat- 
ed both in public and ia private, with the 
greateſt Serioujneſs or Devotron imaginable ; 
nathing 


(vi) 
nothing here light or trifling ſhould fall from the 
Js. - | 

The Nation has lately ſuſtained a great Loſs in 
the death of an Excellent Qneen; which is à 
proper reaſon to induce us to mourn ; and we 
cannot, (if we are ſerious with ourſelves) but ex- 
preſs our Sorrow upon ſuch a ſolemn and melan- 
choly Occafion ; efpectally it be confidered that 
the late Queen was an excellent Princeſs, a Friend 
to the Nation, a general Benefafireſs to the 
NP, and a bright Example of Piety or 
Goodneſs to all his Majeſty's Subjects: She ſhone 
bright in the public Life, and was no leſs re- 
markable in the private: She is no leſs juſtly 
commended | for the prudent Oeconom 2) Or good Or- 
der obſerved in the Royal Family, than her Me- 
mory is truly reſpected by all ſerious or confide- 
rate Perſons, for that great Example which ſhe 
has ſet to the Nation of good Family-Govern- 
ment. If theſe things are taken into conſideration, 
there are juſt reaſons why we ſhould be ſorrow- 
ful, or ſhew jigns of grief for ſo great a loſs, for 
the death of ſuch an excellent Princeſs, inferior 
perhaps to none in the Chriſtian World. There 
are proper times to expreſs our mirth, and there 
are no leſs proper Seaſons to ſhow our Sorrow : 
The wiſe Man juſtly obſerves, that to every thing 
there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every purpoſe 
under Heaven : A time to weep, and a time 
to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance: Eccleſ. iii. 1.4. Theſe things muſt 
have their proper times. A proper time of 

mourn- 


( 
mourning or of expreſſing our ſorrow, is then 
de attend the Funerals of our Friends or Rela- 
tions, or when Death deprives us of any one who 
is near or dear to us: This bas been the gene- 
ral cuſtom of civiliz'd Nations: Nay, ſuch 
folemn or melancholy Occafions naturally incline us 
to. ſorrow ; and if we duly conſider, we cannot but 
be grave. or ſerious, and affected with concern. 
A proper time of Mirth, is when we celebrate the 
Nuptials of our Friends or Acquaintance ; which 
as naturally diſbaſe us to Mirth, and ue cannot 
but be merry upon fuch 00 12 Occafions, Now 
if we ſhould have no regard to the Time, and as 
little ts our Behaviour conſequent upon it, we 
ſhould be very abſurd, and act incanfiſtent with 
the common Practice. If upon the death of a 
Friend or Relation, or in attending the funeral 
Solemnities of the deceaſed, ue ſhould expreſs our 
Mirth, or give way to @ looſe or frolickſome Be- 
haviour, it 1guld be very indecent, abſurd, or 
miſbecoming. On the other band; if we were 
celebrating the Nuptials of our Friends or Ac- 
' euaintance, or upon any other joyful accaſion, 
- when all were property diſpoſed to be merry; we 
Should lament ar bewail ourſelves, and expreſs a 
great deal of Grief or Uneaſineſs ; this would be 
no leſs fooliſh, ridiculous, or abſurd Bebaviour: 
Tt is therefore as inconſiſtent Behaviour to be 
merry upon mournful or folemn Occaſions, as it 
3s to be forrowful upon ſuch as are joyful. 
When therefore the generality of the Nation 
are expreſſing their ſorrow for the death of the 
G | 


1 CU (ix) | 
Queen, ſome among us are entertaining them- 
ſelves with Mirth, or Banter, upon ſo mouraful 
an Occaſion they att. a very abſurd or inconſiſt- 
ent part, highly refletting upon their own Cha- 
rafter, Behaviour, and Conduct; becauſe they 
att inconſiſent with Scripture and R eaſon, — 
with the common or known Practice of Mankind. 
The wiſe Man obſerves in another place; that 
the Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing ; but the Heart of Fools is in the Houſe of 
Mirth ; Eccle/. vii. 4. Which wiſe Obſervations 
are, no doubt, true upon this mournful Occaſion, 
which we have been treati ng of. 

* Fhave ſaid or wrote any thing in theſe Pa- 
5 eem too jb ſharp or ſevere, I muſt de- 
1 . candid Reader to impute that Severity to 
the regard which I have for the real good of my 
| Country, to rectiſy what is amiſs, and to pro- 
mote the true Intereſt of my Fellow-Subjetts : 
Upon ſuch important Subjects as theſe, a Man 
cannot be indifferent, but muſt expreſs himſelf 
with Zeal or Warmth. I hope what I have 
wrote will be a means to compoſe our unhappy 
Differences, and make us all uſe our beſt Endea- 
vours to advance the true Welfare of the Nation. 
Courteous Reader, 1 heartily wiſh thy Happi- 
neſs ; and hope what is here offered with a goad 
5 will be taken into due Conſideration by 
Gee. 
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| Ys Ccording to my promiſe, T here ſend 
you particular Anſwers to the ſeve- 
"4 ral Queries, propoſed by the Craft/- 

man's Correſpondent, in his Paper 
dated Saturday, October the 29th, 1737. But 
before I return the Anſwers to the Queries, I 
think it proper to make ſome previous Re- 
—* in order to ſet things in a true light. 

I ſuppoſe it was deſigned that the Que- 
ries, unden have relation to Queen Eligabeth's 
Adminiſtration, were to condemn the preſent 
Miniſtry, or the Management of the public Af- 
fairs at this time; and this (I think) may jou 
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3 
be collected from a Paragraph of this Paper of 
the Craft/man; where he ſays, That he, 
meaning R. C. a Writer of a Paper called the 
* Gazetteer, is not content with drawing a 
© Parallel between theſe two Great Men, viz. 
© Lord Burghligh and Sir R --; but 
* hath likewiſe compared the times, in which 
© they lived, and undertakes to prove, that 
the preſent Reign is at leaſt equal to that of 
Queen E/:zabeth, both as to our Proſperity 
© at home, and our Honour abroad; nay, 
that the preſent Adminiſtration has born 
or ſuffered leſs from, our Neighbours than 
that of Queen Elizabeth. Iam further con- 
firmed that this was the deſign of the Queries, 
becauſe they are pompoufly uſhered in with, 
Did ſhe ever do or act in ſuch a manner, or 
© was ſhe ever accuſed, or was it not her Max- 
© im, &c? As much as to ſay, ſhe never act- 
ed in ſuch a manner, ſhe never was accuſed, it 
was certainly her Maxim. But now things, 
in the opinion of thoſe who don't favour the 

reſent Government, are managed quite other- 
wiſe ; the preſent Miniſtry ſuffer themſelves 
to be ſplit upon thoſe dangerous Rocks, which 
ſhe and her Miniſtry carefully and prudently 
ſhunned: So that (I think) it is manifeſt, that 
theſe Queries, (if notall, yet moſt of them) were 
deſigned to diſparage the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs under the wiſe and mild Government 
of his preſent Majeſty : But how juſtly they 
anſwer this purpoſe, let the candid and _— 
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than what it has at preſent. 


1 | 
tial Reader decide; let him lay no Byaſs upon 
his mind, but take things as they really are, 
and (I think) without any view of a place at 
Court, he will be inclined to think that Affairs 
are as well managed in this Reign, as they 
were in that of Queen Elizabeth; that there 
are as few Blemiſhes in this, as in her Reign; 
and that conſidering the Fallibility of human 
Counſels, the Art, Cunning, and Treachery of 
Mankind, we could not reaſonably expect to 
be in a better Situation than what we are in at 
preſent. 
2dly, That though they were Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Maxims to act in ſuch a manner, yet 
it is no error (as we ſhall ſee in the Anſwers to 
the Queries) to deviate in ſome Inſtances from 
them. How Queen Elizabeth and her Mini- 
{try came to be leſs fallible, or to act upon 
more ſure or certain Grounds than King George 
and his, I cannot comprehend ; or why the 
- Maxims in her Reign ſhould be Rules for this 
to act by, I can no ways ſolve: Such Suggeſ- 
tions as theſe, I am apt to think, proceed from 
Partiality and Diſcogtent. The Situation of 
Affairs is now different from what it was in her 
Reign, and therefore require different Steps to 
be taken; and thoſe Maxims of Government 
which are now looked upon to be- beſt, may 
not be thought ſo 200 Years hence; when the 
face of Affairs may have a different aſpect 


Princes 


. 

Princes are to conſider what is beſt for their 
Subjects, conſiſtent with the times they live 
in, and with their Intereſt in relation to their 
Neighbours, who are either their Friends or 
their Enemies; what is moſt beneficial for” 
Trade, all Circumſtances being conſidered ; 
what tends moſt to make their People happy 
or flouriſhing, upon a ſure and honourable 
Foundation; and they are to follow ſuch mea- 
ſures as may juſtify their Conduct to the ſeri- 
ous, the impartial, the unprejudiced part 
of Mankind : Whatever Princes a& in this 
manner, will always be approved by the bet- 
ter part of Mankind; and if they have Ene- 
mies, they come from the worſt part of them, 
who will never be eaſy under any Adminiſtra- 
tion: So that thoſe Princes, who uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to make their Subjects happy or 
eaſy, may be truly ſo themſelves ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Noiſe and Clamours of the com- 
mon People, or of a diſcontented Party who 
will never be at reſt till they are fixed . in good 
Places. I ſhall now, without making any 
further Remarks, attempt to anſwer the Que- 
Ties : 

1. Was it not Queen Elizabeth's Maxim 
to keep her Neighbours engaged in War, in 
order to preſerve the Peace, and improve the 
* Trade of her own Subjects? 

Anſwer. The former part of this Query, I 
allow to be true, but the latter part of it I can- 


not allow to be ſo, becauſe it 1s falſe; which 
may 


i 
may ſufficiently be made apparent from the 
Hiſtory of her Reign. Queen Elizabeib, I 
acknowledge, uſed her Endeavours to engage 
her Neighbours in War, and finding the Ad- 
vantage of it, ſhe held it a Maxim which ſhe 
frequently made uſe of : But then it was not 
in order to preſerve the Peace, and improve the 
Trade of her own Subjects: This Policy, or 
Stratagem, was made uſe of to another pur- 
| poſe; it was to preſerve the Crown upon her 
own Head, and to hinder it from being remo- 
ved or placed upon another: She had ſeveral 
Enemies to contend with, beſides her own 
diſaffected Subjects that were Papiſts ; France, 
Spain, and the Pope, all combined together to 
effect her ruin. This was the reaſon that ſhe 
engaged her Neighbours in War ; particularly, 
France, Scotland, and the Low Countries 
which was upon this account, viz. That by 


fomenting Diſſenſions among the neighbouring 


States, they would find buſineſs at home, and 
ſo be leſs at leiſure to ſtir abroad to moleſt her. 
She was frequently herſelf engaged in War 
with the King of Spain, whoſe Subjects not 
only put her to a great deal of trouble and ex- 
pence in ſending out large Fleets, but alſo hin- 
dered her from preſerving Peace altogether at 


home; for her diſaffected Subjects the Papiſts, 


finding Encouragement from her Enemies a- 
broad, who were continually infuſing Rebel- 
lion into her Subjects at home, laid ſeveral 
Plots to deprive her of her Life; which muſt 
| | neceſſa- 


„ 
8 png nary upon her Guard, and in 


poſture fend herſelf : She afliſted the 
Se of the Low Countries to throw off the 
Spaniſh Yoke, the Hugonots or Proteſtants 
in France in their demands of their Privileges, 
and likewiſe the Malecontents of Scotland; 
all which Projects ſhe engaged in, out of a 
political view to her own Advantage, to divert 
her Popiſh Enemies from making Attacks or 
Invaſions upon her Dominions. So that this 
Maxim of Queen El:zabeth to keep her 
Neighbours engaged in War, was not to pre- 
ſerve the Peace, and improve the Trade of her 
own Subjects: She was very jealous of her 
Crown, and afraid of any Rival, which indu- 
ced her to act in the manner ſhe did, and made 
her frequently uſe this Maxim: And very 
likely this was the reaſon that induced her to 
take Mary Queen of Scots out of the wa 
The Situation of Elizabetl's 1 per⸗ 
haps neceſſarily engaged her to keep her 
Neighbours .in War ; but the Situation of our 
Affairs at preſent don't engage us to follow 
this Example: If therefore it was Queen 
Elizabeth's Maxim to keep her Neighbours en- 
gaged in War, it is a Maxim which is no ways 
ſuitable at preſent, and therefore ought not to 
be followed; ſo that this Query might much 
better have been let alone or not propoſed, ſee- 
ing it is really nothing to the purpoſe. 
If indeed the Roman Powers abroad were 
combined againſt King George, to deprive him 


of 


No (16) 
of his Crown, and to ſet a Papiſt in his ftead 


upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; then I 


ſuppoſe it would be juſtifiable to make uſe of 
this Maxim of Queen Elizabeth, and it would 


be reckoned good Policy to follow her Ex- 


ample : But (God be thanked) there is no 
ſuch Combination of foreign Powers, and there- 
fore there is no reaſon to make uſe of this 


Maxim. We not only live in peace with our 


Neighbours, but endeavour likewiſe to pro- 
mote it among them ; which is much better 
than to ſtir up War among our Neighbours, or 
to go to War ourſelves; the Event of which 
is always uncertain, beſides the great Moleſta- 
tion of our Trade or Commerce, during that 
troubleſome and expenſive time. If therefore 
the Trade of the People of this Nation, which 
is now much further extended than what it 


was in . Elizabeth's Reign, is improved 


in time of peace, while we keep up an ami- 


cable Correſpondence with our Neighbours ; 
then Peace is greatly to be preferred to War, 


either in relation to ourſelves with our Neigh- 


bours, or in ſtirring it up.among them: Be- 
fides, to enter into War with our Neighbours 
without good reaſon, or to ſtir it up among 
them without ſufficient Grounds, is not juſti- 


fiable, nor will it be approved of either in the 
Sight of God or Man. As long as we enjoy 


Peace, let us all endeavour to preſerve it both 


among ourſelves, and among our Neighbours 


Which cannot but be highly eſteemed by all 


wile 
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wiſe and prudent Men, and (I think) is a much 
better Maxim than that which the Queriſt ſug- 
geſts to us. 
2. Was ever Queen Elizabeth accuſed of 
* having left her chief and beſt Ally in the 
2 
An ſaw. J don't find that ſhe was; nor can I 
find that his preſent Majeſty ever left his chief 
and beſt Ally in the lurch. Our chief and beſt 
Ally, are the People who now are called the 
Dutch, the ſeven United Provinces or States of 
Holland; Queen El:zabeth thought them the 
beſt Ally to England, the beſt Support to her 
Intereſt ; or elſe ſhe would not have given 
them ſuch powerful Aſſiſtance both of Men 
and Money to throw off the Spaniſh Yoke. 
This is not ſaid to diſparage any of our Neigh- 
bours that are our Friends, and in Alliance 
with us, but becauſe the thing is true in fact; 
the Dutch are Proteſtants, they are in poſſeſſion 
of a good Fleet, they carry on ſuch a very con- 
ſiderable Trade, as affords them a continual 
Supply of expert and able Men to man it, 
which makes them powerful at Sea, and to in- 
creaſe in, Wealth, and they lie near to aſſiſt 
England. To leave ſuch a conſiderable Ally 
as this in the lurch, would be, I acknowledge, 
not only a very great fault, but alſo very bad 
Policy; but I don't find that they have been 
left in the lurch in this Reign, nor have any 
meaſures been taken in it, to give them any 
umbrage or diſlike, They were indeed left in 
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the lurch (as it is called) the latter part of 
Queen Annes Reign; who was under the 
Conduct of a very bad or corrupt Miniſtry, 
who had like- to have ruined their Country, 
for the ſake of their own private Intereſt ; at a 
time too when they had it in their power to 
have done what they pleaſed ; not only to. 
have made a very honourable Peace, but to 
have improved to the greateſt Advantage the 
Trade of the Subjects of Great-Britain: But, 
ſtrange to be related! Sword in hand, after re- 
peated Victories and Succeſſes, we were put 
1ato the place of an almoſt expiring Enemy, 
and received little benefit for the loſs of fo 
much Blood, and the expence of ſo much 
Treaſure, Our foreign Trade, by ſuch bad 
meaſures as theſe, was reduced to ſo low an 
Ebb, that King George the Firſt, upon his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, was obliged to exert 
himſelf, and uſe the greateſt Application to 
retrieve it, and to put it into a flouriſhing. Con- 
dition; for the French had made Invaſions 
upon our foreign Trade, and were uſing their 
Endeavours to ſecure it. Thoſe, who had an 
hand in this pernicious Scheme in 1 
Anne's Reign, let them anſwer for it; for I 
am ſure that I cannot find any colour of excuſe 
for them. . 

If the Author of theſe Queries has com- 
mitted apy Miſtake in ſtating this or any o- 
ther Query, he muſt anſwer for his Miſtakes ; 

Ts bccauſe 
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| becauſe I am obliged in Juſtice, in regard to 
Truth, to repreſent things as they really are. 
3. Did France or Spain conquer any con- 
ſiderable Provinces in her Reign ?” 
 Anfw, It is nothing to the purpoſe, whether 
they did or did not ; I cannot conceive what 
Buſineſs we have with thoſe Provinces which 
either France or Spain may conquer, ſo that 
they don't belong to us; or that we are not 
requeſted to protect or defend them from the 
Invaſion of thoſe, who are more powerful than 
their Neighbours : I ſuppoſe we are not to pre- 
ſcribe the Bounds or Limits of either the 
French or Spaniſh Monarchy ; I muſt in- 
deed acknowledge, that it is very prudent for 
every Prince to uſe his Endeavours to preſerve 
the Balance of Power among his Neighbours, 
both for his own Safety and that of his People; 
but to interfere upon every little Occaſion, is 
not (I think) ſo politick for himſelf, or advan- 
tageous for his People. But what conſiderable 
Provinces has either France or Spain conquer- 
ed in this Reign? Not any that I know of: 
Lorain was delivered up to the French, not by 
way of Conqueſt, but by mutual Stipulation. 
As to Gibraltar, Port-Mahon in Minorca, and 
Georgia, tho the King of Span has attempted to 
take ſome or all of theſe Places from us, yet ſuffici- 
ent Care has been taken to ſecure them to the 
Engliſh, and to hinder them from falling into 
the hands of the Spaniards. The Engliſh in 
cis Reign, under divine Providence, I ſup- 
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. poſe, will be allowed to be the happy Inſtru- 


ments of preſerving the Kingdom of Portugal 
from falling as a Prey into the hands of the 
Spaniards, or at leaſt of hindring them frotn 


ravaging that Country 5 ſo that the Engliſb 


hindred Spain from making this conſiderable 
Conqueſt in this Reign: I make no queſtion 
but that it was very juſtifiable to give the Por- 
zugueſe this Afﬀiſtance in their Neceſſity, upon 
proper Application, and as it is a Country 
which is very beneficial to the Trade of this 
Nation. | h | | 
4. © Was there ever any Officer puniſhed 
© in her Reign, for vindicating the Honour of 
© the Engliſh Flag? 
Anfw. Nor did I ever hear that any Officer 
was puniſhed in this Reign, upon ſuch an 
honourable account. 
5. © Were any of her Ambaſſadors or En- 
* voys reprimanded, for inſiſting too ſtrenuouſ- 
© ly on the Rights of their Countrymen at a 
foreign Court? 
Ano. Nor did Jever hear that any Ambaſ- 
ſadors or Envoys in this Reign were reprimand- 
ed upon the like Occaſion: Ambaſſadors or 
Envoys are not to exceed the Bounds of their 
Commiſſion; Reaſons of State ſometimes re- 
quire that they touch lightly upon things, 
with ſome ſeeming Indifference ; as Queen E- 
ligabetb did in regard to the States of the Low 
Countries in continuing the War with the 
King of Spain, tho' her Intereſt was nearly 
3 concerned 
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concerned in that very particular Affair; there- 
fore to inſiſt too ſtrenuouſly upon ſome 
Points, may be a Fault, becauſe it may be a 
means to fruſtrate thoſe Enterprizes which 
are undertaken for the Good of a Country. 

6. Were any of her Dominions ever at- 
* tacked, in time of Peace, without a proper 
* Reſentment ? 

Anſw. Nor were any of the Engliſb Domi- 
nions in the preſent Reign ever attacked, with- 
out a proper. Reſentment. As to the Inſertion 
(in time of Peace,) it is a fling againſt the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, without any juſt Ground 
or Reaſon to go upon; it is borrowed from 
the preſent Reign, tho' the Author of the 
Queries would make his leſs intelligent Readers 
believe that it came from that of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; becauſe he imagines that ſome of our 
foreign Dominions have been attacked, in time 
of Peace as he calls it, without proper Reſent- 
ment: But upon this Occaſion, all due Re- 
ſentment has been ſhown ; ſuch as has been 
conſiſtent with our Trade or Commerce, and 
all proper Caution uſed to ſecure our Domi- 
nions. 

The Query ſhould have been propoſed in 
this manner, viz, Were any of her Domini- 
ons ever attacked, without proper Reſentment? 
But the Words [in time of Peace] don't ſeem 
to belong to her Reign, becauſe her Dominions 
were not attacked but by an open or declared 
Enemy; againſt whom ſhe herſelf either pri- 

. vately 
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vately or openly, if not both, carried on a 
War: She had War with the King of Spain, 


both private and publick ; ſhe privately affiſted 


the States of the Low Countries, to throw off 


the Spaniſh Yoke, and ſhe publickly ſent out 


large Fleets againſt him upon her own account, 


as he was a declared Enemy to her : She like- 
wiſe privately aſſiſted the Hugonots of France, 


and had an hand in creating Diviſions, and raiſ- 
ing Diſturbances among the Scotch: So that I 


think her Dominions could not properly be 


ſaid to be attacked in time of Peace. 


7. Was there ever any Engliſb Ship plun- 


© dered, or any Engliſbman's Ears cut off and 
ſent to her, in deriſion, without due Ven- 
geance taken ?? 


Anſw. IJ don't find in the Hiſtory of her 
Reign, that any Engliſbman's Ears were cut 
off and ſent to her in derifion, nor do I find - 
that any was fo ſerved in this Reign, and ſent 
in Deriſion. This is another fling, without 


any juſt Ground to go upon. And as to the 


e of the Exgliſb Ships; proper care 
as been taken to cauſe the Spaniards to make 
good the Damages which the Engliſh have 


thereby ſuſtained ; the Damages of ſuch Ships 


as · were concerned in a lawful, not in an un- 


lawful Trade. We muſt obſerve, that ſeveral 


of our Ships, that were taken by the Spaniards, 
were taken in an unlawful Trade ; the Effects 


of which were forfeited of right to the King 
of Sparn, and therefore no Demand of Da- 
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mages could be made for the loſs of ſuch 

Goods. Beſides, ſome of our Ships might be 
taken by Spaniſb Pirates, pretending to have 
Commiſſions from the King of Spain, or ſome 
of his Governors, when they might not have 
been commiſſioned by him: An Inſtance of 
which (Vbiteball Evening - Poſt, Saturday, 
November 12, 1737,) we had lately given us in 
a publick News-Papers: A Dutch Admiral 
took two of theſe Spaniſh Pirates, who pre- 
tended to have Commiſſions from the Gover- 
nor of Porto Rico, or were fully empowered 
by him; but upon Enquiry, the Governor 
acquainted the Dutch Admiral that they had 
no Commiſſion from him upon which the 
Admiral called a Council of War, declared 
them Pirates, and hanged them up: Iſuppoſe 
this account 1s true, and not deſigned to deceive 
or impoſe upon the Publick. But for thoſe 
Ships which. were taken in the purſuit of a 
lawful Trade, a Demand of Damages has been 
made, or a proper Method contrived to give 
the Engliſh all due Satisfaction: And if this 
has not been executed as ſoon as ſome expected, 
there are juſt Reaſons for the Delay ; the Di- 
ſtance of the place where the Loſſes were ſuſ- 
tained, and the Complaints of ſo many Mer- 
chants, mult of courſe lengthen out the time; 
and hinder thoſe points from being ſettled, 
which otherwiſe might have been decided 
ſome time ago. Beſides, the Spaniards have 
Demands upon the Engliſb, and it is as rea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable that their juſt Demands be as fully an- 
ſwered as our own; we are very favourable to 
ourſelves, but do not ſeem ſo inclined to thoſe 

who have Demands upon us: We would have 
all our Demands immediately anſwered, with- 
out any Delay ;. but as to the Demands of the 
Spaniards, we don't ſeem to take them into 
Conſideration, or to concern ourſelves about 
them: But I ſuppoſe' that thoſe at the Helm 
will be more conſiderate, and will do ſtrict 
uſtice to all Mankind ; they will be no 
ſs careful to have Juſtice done to the Sub- 
jects of Great-Britain, than they will be rea- 
dy to anſwer the juſt Demands of the Spa- 
mards : So that theſe Reaſons being put toge- 
ther, there are good Grounds to chere that 
theſe Affairs could not be ſettled in fo ſhort a 
time, as the generality of People imagine. 
8. © Did ſhe ever ſend out a powerful Fleet, 
at a vaſt publick Expence, to perſuade her 
Enemies to do her Juſtice ?* | 
Anfw. Queen Elizabeth ſent qut ſome pow- 
erful Fleets, at a great publick Expence ; deſides 
ſome others, for which ſhe found Ships, and 
ſupplied proper Per ſons with Money ; who 
were to be at part of the Charge, in conſidera- 
tion that the Prizes which they ſhould take, 
ſhould be their own; and theſe I acknowledge 
were not ſent out to perſuade her Enemies to 
do her Juſtice: I never did hear that either 
Queen Elizabeth, or any other Potentate ſent 
out a powerful Fleet, at a vaſt publick Expence, 
to 
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to perſuade their Enemies to do them Juſtice + 
It is moſt likely that a powerful Fleet was ſent 
out to force their Enemies to do them Juſtice; 
or to engage them to enter into ſuch Meaſures 
as ſhould give Satisfaction. How the Author 
of the Queries came to think upon ſuch a a 
ſtrange Query as this, I cannot imagine. 
ueen Elizabeth ſometimes ſent out a power- 
ful Fleet to guard her own Dominions, ſome- 
times to divert her Enemies, and ſometimes 
to ſhew them that ſhe could attack as well as 
defend : And ſome ſuch end or defign Princes 
- Propoſe in ſending out large Fleets ; ſome Be- 
nefit or Advantage to themſelves or their Sub- 
jects ; this has been the general practice of Eng- 
land, and I ſuppoſe of other Countries too. There 
has been no Fleet ſent out in this Reign, to 
perſuade our Enemies to do us Juſtice ; this 
would have been a very prepoſterous Scheme 
indeed. Whatever Fleets have been ſent out 
in this Reign, have been ſent out either 
to protect our own People trading to foreign 
Parts, to defend our own Dominions, or to 
aſſiſt our Friends; but I never before heard 
that any Fleet was ſent out either in this or 
any other Reign to perſuade our Enemies to 
do us Juſtice ; this is a mere Aſſertion grounded 
upon Prejudice and unreaſonable Diflike. 
Perhaps the Queriſt may mean ſome Fleet 
ſent out in the Reign of King George the Firſt: 
I have already obſerved that theſe Queries, if 
not all, yet moſt of them, were deſigned to 
D diſparage 


= = = = — — — — > Vn —ê — — — — - _ 
D a = * _ = — 2 > 
2 ha I 2 2 q 

—_ EE ee ee — ¼ . —Ü—ä .. — — — — = — — — 

— I: — n — — — 2 7 2 99 * = N 


— 22 


- — — — m 
-_ — 


2 . OY 


— 2 


rn. w. oo | 
diſparage the preſent Reign ; perhaps this 


Query was deſigned againſt the preceding 
Reign; but as it does Injuſtice to the Meaſures 


that were then taken, ſo I think it proper to 
remove this Aſperſion which is wrongfully caſt 


upon it. 


In King George the Firſt's Reign, three 
Fleets were fitted out almoſt at the ſame time; 


one was ſent to the MWeſt-Indies, another to the 


Coaſts of Spain, and a third to the Baltick ; 
but no one of theſe Fleets was ſent out to per- 
ſuade our Enemies to do us Juſtice. Another 


Fleet was fent out in that King's Reign before 


theſe, to the Mediterranean Sea, but as it did 
execution upon the Spanz/h Fleet, ſo I ſuppoſe 
it will not be, interpreted in any ſenſe to per- 
ſuade our Enemies to do us Juſtice. That 
Fleet ſent to the Weft-Indies, was not only de- 
ſigned to preſerve our Commerce, by protect- 
ing our Merchants trading to that part of the 
World from the Violences of the Spaniards; 
but alſo to hinder the return of the Galleons at 
that particular time; when the Emperor and 
the King of Spain were entered into a ſecret or 
private Alliance, highly prejudicial to Great 


Britain; without any juſtifiable Reaſon for 


fucha ſtrangeand ſudden Proceeding : But this 
well-concerted Scheme prevented a War from 
breaking out in Europe, by breaking the Alli- 
ance between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain: The Emperor and the King of Spain. 


wanted the Money which was in the Galleons ; 


but 
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but they being blocked up by our Fleet, no 
Money could ſtir out of the Ports; ſo that the 
perniczous Meaſures, which they had project- 
ed, were not only ſtopt from being then put 
in execution, but this Scheme alſo broke the 
Alliance between the Emperor and the King 
of Spain. „ 

The Fleet ſent to the Coaſts of Spain, was 
deſigned not only to hinder that Country from 
making any Attempt upon Great Britain, 
which we had juſt Grounds to fear or expect; 
but to protect our Commerce, and to be ready 
at hand to give Succours to Gibraltar. That 
ſent to the Baltick, was to preſerve Sweden 
from falling a Prey into the hands of the Em- 
preſs of Ruſſia; who, having demanded the 
free uſe of the Swed;/5 Ports, deſigned with 
the great Fleet ſhe was Miſtreſs of, to dethrone 
the King of Sweden, and to make that Country * 
a Province of Moſcouy: But our Fleet, appear- 
ing in the Baltic Sea, kept the Ruffian Fleet 
within the Bounds of their own Ports; which 
preſerved Sweden from falling into the hands 
of the Ruſſians, ſecured a friendly Power ne- 
ceſſary for the Balance of the North, and hin- 
dred the Baltic Trade from being at the diſ- 
poſal of the Ruſſians: Which things if they 
had otherwiſe happened, might have been of 
very pernicious Conſequence, not only to 
Great-Britain in particular, but to Europe in 
general : And therefore the ſending of a Fleet 
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their own Ports in America, they forced the 


whole Nation, 1ſt, The Meaſures at home 
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into the Baltick Sea at that particular time, 
was of very great Uſe or Service. 


Now let any impartial Man in the World 
judge, whether any of theſe Fleets were ſent 


cout to perſuade our Enemies to do us Juſtice : 


Here are no Motives of Perſuaſion but thoſe 
of Fire and Ball, which I think were never 
made uſe of to this purpoſe ; they ſeem ra- 
ther to carry a commanding Power with them; 
they forced the Ruſians very much againſt 
their Will to keep within their own Ports; 

Galleons to be confincd to 


Spaniards in Europe to keep at home, and hin- 
dred them from making any Attempts upon 
the Seas. I am apt to believe that No- body 
will think, that either the Spanzards or the 
Ruſfians would have been perſuaded at ſuch a 


time to have acted in ſuch a manner, as they 
did, if they had not been compelled ; it was 


therefore Force or Conſttaint that induced 
them to it: So that here was no powerful 


Fleet ſent out to perſuade our Enemies to do 


us J uſtice, as the Queriſt ſuggeſts. 
9. © Were her Meaſures at home ſupported 
© by a numerous Standing Army, in time of 


5 Peace, againſt the loud and general Com- 


« plaints of the whole Nation? 

Anſw. Nor are the Meaſures at home now 
ſupported by a numerous Standing Army, a 
gainſt the loud and general Complaints of the 


are 
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are ſupported by the Love which his Ma- 
jeſty's loyal Subjects bear him, for the ten- 
der Care which he takes of them; by the Vi- 
gilance and Diligence of an .able Miniſtry ; 
and by the Parliament's granting ſuch Supplies 
as are neceſſary for the Ends of Government. 
2dly, There is now no numerous Standing Ar- 
my in Great-Britain : the Forces in Great- 
Britain at preſent, I think, are about 18000 
Men; which may be looked upon as neceſſary 
for the Support and Defence of the Nation : 
If the Forces were diſbanded, we'might be 
made an eaſy Prey to our Enemies; eſpecially 
if it be conſidered that there are now ſeveral 
Papiſts in England, feveral diſcontented and 
diſaffected Proteſtants, and ſuch a rude or un- 
governable Mob, who will hearken to no Ar- 
guments or Reaſons but thoſe of force: So 
that, if theſe Circumſtances be confidered, 
there is an abſolute Neceſſity for ſome ſtanding 
Forces for the Publick Good or Safety; and 
no Man, I think, can in reaſon be againſt ſuch 
a moderate number, who has any true Love 
for his Country, or any hearty Concern for our 
happy Conſtitution, 3dly, There are now 
no loud and general Complaints of. the whole 
Nation, as have been in ſome preceding 
Reigns : there are, I acknowledge, ſome Com- 
plaints; but how juſt they now are at this 
time, let the impartial decide : There have 
been, and very likely will be, Complaints in 
all Nations, and in all. Ages of the ow ; 

Ome 
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fome upon one account, ſome upon another ; 
ſome juſtly, and ſome unjuſtly : But what is 
the foundation of the Complaints now ſubfiſt- 
ing? They are now manifeſtly owing to the 
perverſe Diſpoſitions of ſome Men; who ei- 
ther are diſſatisfied becauſe they have not good 
Places conferred upon them, or becauſe they 
will be pleaſed with no Government but that 
in which they have an hand themſelves : But 
meeting with Diſappointment, they become 
Complainants, and ber their Wits to work to 
make others uneaſy; which Victory is eaſily 
gained over the Inconſiderate, the Prejudiced, 
and Unthinking part of Mankind; or ſuch as 
have been biaſs d againſt the Government in 
their Education, or have received a Tincture 
of Diſcontent from their Parents. But I 
would have all Perſons, who are capable of 
reaſoning, to examine impartially into Affairs 
themſelves; to ſee with their own Eyes, and 
argue with their own Underſtanding, and then 
to paſs a true or unbiaſſed Judgment upon the 
Proceedings of thoſe at the Helm: If this was 
the Method, the Government would have ve- 
ry few Enemies, and they need not, I ſuppoſe, 
be afraid to have all their Proceedings enquired 
into. Had the Queriſt taken things into due 
Conſideration, we ſhould not have had this 
or any other of his Queries. | 

10. Did her Civil-Liſt ever amount to 
eleven or twelve hundred thouſand Pounds a 


© Year?” | 
Anfw, 
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Anſio. What Queen Elizabeth's Civil-Liſt a- 
mounted to in particular, I cannot at preſent 
certainly determine: But this I am aſſured of 
from Hiſtory, that her Parliaments were al- 
ways very ready to grant her ſuch Supplies as 
ſhe wanted ; nay, they granted them without 
any demand, according as the Exigency of her 
Affairs required. They offered her greater 
Subſidies than uſual: They granted her an 
extraordinary Aid of Money ; ſuch a large and 
unuſual Supply, as ſhould not be drawn into a 
Precedent. Now if we take into Conſide- 
ration the Difference between Queen Elixa- 
beth's and this preſent Reign ; what a different 
Situation Affairs are now in to what they were 
in her time; the Supplies now granted. to 
| his Majeſty, which are ſome hundred thouſand 
Pounds leſs, than what the Queriſt ſuggeſts, 
may not juſtly be thought to be extravagant, 
or to exceed the common Demand which the 
publick Affairs now call for or require: So that 
to make a Compariſon between this and 
Queen E/izabeeh's Reign as to this point, is 
little or nothing to the purpoſe : Supplies muſt 
be granted in all Reigns, according to the 
Exigency of the Publick Affairs, ſo that no 
one Reign can be a Precedent for another. 
II. * Was it ever found neceſſary to employ 
* Regiments of Horſe or Dragoons, to en- 
force any of the Laws made in her Reign?“ 
Anſw. Whether it was found neceſſary in 
her Reign or not, is nothing to the purpoſe - 
3 1 
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if it is found nedeſſary in this Reign to eee 
military Men upon ſuch Occaſions, th 
thod. or Practice muſt take place; eſpecially 
when the. Laws made tend to the Publick 
Good. Smuggling or running of Goods, by 
which the Revenues of the Crown are dimi- 
niſhed, was perhaps never at ſo great an 
Height in any as in this Reign: and never 
were Men, concerned in this unlawful way of 
buſineſs, ſo daring, ſo reſolute, and ſo head- 
ſtrong as in this Reign: It therefore became. 
neceſſary to employ military Men to put the 
Laws againſt Smuggling into execution; an 
Affair ſo detrimental to his Majeſty in particu- 
lar, and to the Nation in general. His Ma- 
jeſty's Officers could not of themſelves, (ex- 
cept their number had been very greatly en- 
creaſed, which would have raiſed heavy Com- 
Plaints, becauſe there were ſeveral Murmurings 
at only the mention of it, tho the thing ſeem- 
ed very reaſonable) put the Laws in execution 
againſt Smugglers; it was neceffary that they 
ſhould be put in execution for the Publick 
Good, and therefore military Men were the 
_ proper upon all accounts for this Pur- 

Ole. 

1 Were there any Laws paſſed, or at- 
* tempted to be paſſed in her Reign, for ren- 
* dering the greateſt part of the People almoſt 
© abſolute Slaves to her Cuſtom-Houſc Of- 
© ficers and Exciſemen?' 
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Anſw. None of the Laws paſſed in this 
Reign, were deſigned to render any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects Slaves to his Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers and Exciſemen: Some Laws might 
be paſſed, or attempted to be paſſed, for the 
better ſecuring of the Publick Revenues of the 
| Crown to his Majeſty, which are juſtly due 
to him, for preventing of Frauds, and to en- 
couragethe fair Trader : If any of his Majeſty's 
Subjects are enſlaved thereby, (as it is called,) 
muſt be ſuch as are concerned in an un- 
lawful way of Buſineſs, ſuch as is inconſiſtent 
with the , $96 : Such Men ought to ſuffer 
upon the account both of the Publick Good, 
and as an Example to terrify others. But how 
theſe Laws ſhould affect the honeſt part of 
his Majeſty's Subjects who are fair Traders, or 
not concerned in any unlawful Buſineſs, I can- 
not conceive; except. the Officers or ſome 
other Perſons unjuſtly ſwear or inform againſt 
them ; an Inſtance of which I do not know 
of. I have heard that ſeveral People, not far 
diſtant from the Place where J live, have been 
informed againſt; but then the Informations 
were. juſt, grounded upon matters of Fact, and 
the Parties offending have been puniſhed. And 
this unjuſt Information, or falſe Witneſs, may 
happen in other Points, where his Majeſty's 
Cuſtom? or Revenues are not concerned, as the 
Laws now ſtand; ſo that there is no more 
Slavery (as it is called) in the one Ciſe than 
in the other; if it is Slavery, it is ſuch Slavery 
=. as 


3 (34) . | 
as we all muſt ſubmit to, for the Publick 
Good of the Community we live in. There 

have been no Laws paſſed in this Reign with 
a deſign to enſlave us; ſeveral good Laws 
Have been paſſed for the Publick Benefit, but 
that we ſhould now be in a State of Slavery, 
and not ſenſible of it, is a very ſtrange or un- 
accountable thing to me. We have our Liber- 
ty as uſual in any other Reign, and more than 

in ſome Reigns ; we engage ourſelves in what 
Employment we pleaſe, and carry it on to our 
beſt Advantage; we enjoy our Eſtares or For- 
tunes, and employ them as we oufitlves think 
moſt proper; we may worſhip Almighty God 
in that way which is moſt agreeable to our 
own Conſciences, and which we think moſt 
pleaſing or acceptable to Heaven; the Papiſts 
of late Years only excepted, becauſe they of 
late Years have been very buſy to deſtroy our 
happy Conſtitution both in Church and State, 
and becauſe the Tenets of their Religion inſti- 
gate or puſh them on (contrary to the Rules of 
the Goſpel). to ruin or undo us. I have Charity 
for all Men, but when Men's Principles tend 
to deſtroy their Fellow-Creatures, they ought 
to be kept under proper Reſtraints. There are 
NO Sa . upon our Properties, but every 
Man may fit under his own Vine, and under 
his own Fig-tree, and ſolace himſelf. This is a 
very different State from Slavery, where Men 
cannot do as they pleaſe, but have both their 


Bodies and Minds kept under very ſevere Re- 
ſtraints : 


| 
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ſtraints: So that I think, we ought to be 
_ thankful, that we have not this terrible Mon- 


ſter among us. | | 
13. Did ſhe ever give her Miniſter Power 
* tocorrupt the Fountain of all Law and Juſ- 


_ © tice, by Bribery without Doors, and Places 


and Penſions within?” 
. Anſw. That Power is not granted now, nor 


do I know that it is taken; People, who are 


diſcontented, will ſay or write ſeveral things 
in their Heat, which are not true; and this 
may be one among the reſt : As to the gaining 
of the Intereſt of the People, Iam apt to think 
that both Parties uſe their Endeavours to ac- 
compliſh this Point, ſo that both upon this 


Topick ſhould be ſilent. And as to that Perſon 


who is chiefly levelled againſt. in this Query, I 
have neither Intereſt nor Acquaintance with 
him : But if I may be allowed to give my 
Sentiments, according to the Dictates of mine 
own Mind, ſupported by Reaſon ; I really 


think him to be a very Great Man, and an able 


Stateſman, one who has managed that high 


Station which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
continue him in, with a great deal of Pru- 


dence and good Conduct; and one, uz on whom 
a great many ill-natured Reflections are and 
have been caſt, which I believe he does not 
deſerve, It is a very eaſy thing to reflect up- 

on or ſpeak evil of Men, but common Juſtice 


obliges us all to forbear Cenſure, and not to en- 
tertain 


(36) | | 
tertain an ill Opinion of Mankind, till the 
Crimes alledged againſt them are proved. | 


I have now finiſhed the Anſwers to the 
Queries, as I propoſed ; how juſtly they are 
anſwered, I ſhall not determine: I ſhall leave 
this Point to be decided by the candid and ju- 
dicious Reader. If I ri committed any. 
Miſtakes, they were not wilful: if I have 
miſunderſtood the Queriſt, it was. not with, 
def n: I therefore defire that if any Point is 
in any reſpect amiſs, that it be corrected, ſo it | 
be done with Candour or Good- nature, with an 
Intention to diſcover the Truth. 


—S quid noviſti rectius ifs 
Candidus i imperti; ſi non, his utere mecum. 


Q. Hor. Epiſt. 6. Lib. 1. 


Jam, SIR, 


Your Humble Servant, 


PHUiLELUTHERUS CLERICUS, 
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